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Ava and Thayer Begin Rehabilitation Projects

The cities of Ava and Thayer are now underway on two
Community Development Block Grants funded by the Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). These projects were
approved by HUD for fiscal year °79 and both deal with Housing
Rehabilitation.

Ava’s project will utilize a single purpose grant for the amount
of $135,000.00 to rehabilitate approximately 45 substandard
homes located in several “Target Areas” within the city. The
money for the housing grants will be awarded on the basis of
need according to income and housing conditions with priority
going to the elderly.

The Thayer project, a two year comprehensive grant for the

amount of $657,000.00, will encompass a wider range of activities.

An older area of town known as “Green Village” will be
revitalized in order to create a safe, decent and sanitary living
environment. Activities of the project will include not only
rehabilitation of approximately 28 substandard housing units, but
also installation of non-existent sewer lines, new water lines, and
new streets with curbs and guttering. As in the Ava project
housing grants will be awarded on the basis of need.

Both rehabilitation projects will be multifaceted with the
resources of numerous organizations co-ordinated to receive the
maximum amount of service for the cost. South Central Qzarks
R. P. C,, under direct supervision of both city councils and
citizens advisory committees, is serving as administrator of the
projects and will co-ordinate housing rehabilitation as well as
various other activities of the projects.

In relation to housing rehabilitation the block grant will
furnish the funds for the building materials; Ozark Action, Inc.
will supply the weatherization materials with Title XX money
and will also supply the labor through the Public Service
employment program.

Another phasc of the housing rehabilitation is the 312 loan
program. This is a three percent (3%) loan with up to 20 years for
repayment. The loan will be available to those households who
are not eligible for a grant because of having an income above the
established limits. Preli y applications are being accepted for
the loan program in both communities, however, the full
application and funding commitments will not be made until
approximately early summer.

Update on UDAG Program

This past April the City of Ava, Missouri, was approved
for a $725,000.00 Urban Development Action Grant
(UDAC) through the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (DHUD). These funds will be utilized for con-
struction of a new electrical substation that wiil allow a
local manufacturer, (Emerson Electric, Inc.) to proceed

h over $7 million worth of plant expansion. It is
estimated that this expansion will provide at least 300 new
jobs for the area.

During the month of July another area city, Willow Spr-
ings, Missouri, submitted a preapplication under the UDAG
program to determine eligibility for funds to assist in a
$184,000.00 downtown revitalization project. The city will

be requestion $40,000.00 of this amount from HUD through
the UDAG program. Local government will provide
$24,000.00 toward the project, while the remaining
$120,000.00 will come from the private sector.

The Urban Development Action Grant program is design-
ed to provide assistance to distressed cities and urban
counties to stimulate new, increased private investment for
the purposes of revitalizing local economies and reclaim-
ing deteriorated neighborhoods.

Generally, Action Grant projects should take no more
than four years to complete, and should afford maximum
benefits to low and moderate income persons and
minorities.
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